
 

 

Trafinz Leadership Awards presented at Conference Dinner 
 

Award for Leadership in Safety 
Tauranga City Council and Western Bay of Plenty - ‘Kids Can Ride Cycle Safety’ project 
 

The students of today are our adults of the future.  By 

inspiring them to take ownership in developing walking 

and cycling initiatives, we are assisting future generations 

to create safe and liveable communities.   

 

With this in mind and utilising the skills and energy of 

Travel Safe volunteers, a walking and cycling initiative 

aimed at reducing congestion and thereby safety issues 

at the school gate was developed.   

 

The combination of a Travel Smart Students programme 

and Kids can Ride programme has seen over 28 schools participate in projects that aim to foster the natural love 

of active transport modes that all children have. 

 

The programme works closely with the community and senior (year 5 and 6) students to tailor packages for 

delivery into their community.  This approach not only provides the opportunity for communities to create a 

supportive environment that embraces walking and cycling as an everyday activity but also provides the 

opportunity for students to take ownership and feel pride in helping to change behaviours and making their 

communities safer and healthier. 

The Kids Can Ride team have provided Level 2 cycle skills training to over 9000 Year 5 and 6 students to date. 

The Celebration at end of year is also a major highlight for participants – with an Orange Day parade in the city 

streets attracting over 350 students and providing a unique opportunity to again share their work and messages 

with their community. 

Probably one of the greatest measures of success for this programme is the fact that schools proactively seek 

involvement and are now booking into the programme up to a year in advance. 

This community development approach has many opportunities to be widely used throughout NZ and to 

contribute to greater adoption of active modes by creating skilled and supportive communities who not only feel 

safe, but are safe. 

Cindi Feder, Karen Smith and Ange Joyes from Tauranga City Council and Western Bay of Plenty District Council 
receive their Award from Vice-President John Gottler.   
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Award for Leadership in Sustainability 
New Plymouth District Council - ‘Let’s Go!’ project 

 
Having been successful in gaining funding from NZTA 

in 2010 for the establishment of a model walking and 

cycling community, the challenge of achieving some 

ambitious targets had only just begun. 

Development of multiple initiatives aimed to reach 

all parts of the community - including tourists.  

Walking, cycling and public transport usage was all 

targeted under the banner “Let’s Go!” 

 

 

 

An integrated approach using 3E's was developed 

 To Enable  - via the provision of infrastructure 

 To Educate - by providing skills training  ...........  and finally 

 To Encourage - through travel planning and events.   

 

Extensive monitoring systems were put in place and the success of this project has been illustrated in impressive 

results including: 

 A 5.5% increase in bus patronage in the last year 

 A 35% increase in cycling between 2006 and 2013 

 And active travel programmes in place for 69% of schools 

A Benefit cost calculation for one of the school travel planning programmes was calculated at 7.9 – illustrating the 

great returns that can be gained from this type of initiative.   

Resources developed in this project are being made available for use by others and the team are happy to share 

experiences, knowledge and to even provide training. 

The Judges were impressed with the extensive range of activities undertaken as part of this project and felt that 

there were many opportunities for this approach to be adopted and widely used throughout NZ. 

New Plymouth has become a community that now leads the change for sustainable transport initiatives. 

Liz Beck, New Plymouth District Council receives the Award from Vice-President John Gottler. 

  



 

 

Trafinz Leadership Awards presented at Conference Dinner 
 

Trafinz Honourable Mention Certificate 
 

Entry for Leadership in Sustainability 

Max Robitsch 
 
As a member of the Cycle Action Auckland committee for 8 years, he has used his professional expertise and 

advocacy to increase involvement of cyclists in design of road layouts and construction projects. 

Bringing a practical cyclists perspective to the table has been undertaken on a voluntary basis and resulted in 

improved cycle facilities on a large number of projects throughout Auckland City.  

Gaining respect for cyclists and a greater say in how, where and when cycle infrastructure is implemented has 

also been a key achievement. 

Congratulations Max Robitsch who unfortunately was unable to attend. 


